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Malellous moments
Fburdecades
of 'girlmusic'

MOMEilTSTO REMENilBER
****/****

ttVHO: The Mantlni Sisters at Theatre
Aquartus
WHERE: lrving Zucksr Theatre of the
du Maurier Centre, 190 King Williarn
Street, Hamilton
WHEN: Tonight through Friday at 8
p.m. and Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m.
T|GKEIS: $21to $44 at522-7529
or 1€0G46$7529

By STEWART BRowN
The Spectator

I s a few front-row Charlies will dis-
la,cover this week, there are far
worse things in life than to have close
personal attention Paid you bY the
dishy Mantini Sisters.

But even beyond the flirting between
stage and front row, there is wide-
spread jubilation over the musical re-
vue the Mantinis have brought to
Hamilton until Saturday

On the weekend, in fact, there were
cheers at intermission and a standing
ovation at the close as the Mantinis -
Sandra. Barbara and Ann - kicked off
10 performances of Moments To Re-
member at the du Maurier Centre.

This is the Mantinis'pop-music trib-
ute to girl singers - alone and in
groups - from the 1940s to the 19?0s.

This special presentation by Theatre
Aquarius is attractive to look at, terrif'
ic in song and accompaniment, taste-
fully presented, consistently entertain-
ing and professional to the core.

Moments To Remember features the
Mantinis in melodic meandering
through popular music over four
decades. It begins with big-band ca'
naries such as Helen Forrest and Doris
Day, continues through novelty hits
such as Shoo Fly Pie and This Ole
House, reprises the girl groups from
the Andrews and McGuire sisters to

The Mantini Sisters - from left, Ann, Sandra and Barbara - in
Moments To Remember at Theatre Aquarius'

Ron  Pozze r ,  The  SPec ta to r

tation and the Ivlantinis aren't afraid to
put their own stamp on tunes, such as
Ann's soulful, blttes-tinged Tennessee
Waltz.

As well, there's plenty of perky, sis-
terly humour, with the impish Ann log'
ging mileage as the youngest ( 'bY a
lot!") of the three.

The show, neatly staged by Caroline
Smith with musical arrangements by
Howard Cable, is reminiscent of a con'
fident supper-club revue.

Good taste abounds, from the sedate
decor of sheer draperies and comple'
mentary lighting to the black and wine
gowns and cocktail dresses and the
music of pianist Mark Camilleri,
bassist Ross Maclntyre and drummer
Ernie Porthouse, who together show
what the word "accompaniment" is all
about.

Moments To Remember is a classY
bonanza in nostalgia that deserves to
do sellout business for the rest of the
week.

the Chordettes and Dixie Cups, stops
for 1950s'pop-toppers, pauses for ex-
tended sets of Connie Francis and Pat-
sy Cline, then reaches the more electri-
f ied '60s and '?0s terrain of Leslie
Gore. Petula Clark. Dionne Warwick
and Olivia Newton-John.

Hlglrsplilted medley
En route, there's a high-spirited

medley of international hits from
Volare to La Cucaracha and a retro-
spective of television themes and com-
mercials (anybody remember Dippity-
Do?)

The sisters share the spotlight with a
generous sampling of solos in each set,
usually rounded off with all three in
tightharmony

Sandra comes closest in stYle to
singers such as Connie Francis, Doris
Day, Patsy Cline and Karen Carpente4
while Barbara has Brenda Lee's vocal
palpitations down pat.

But the flattery extends beyond imi
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'Broadway Babes' raise the
roof with spirited perfofinance

n a concert intended to raise money
for the upgrading of stage lightrng,
the Mantini Sisters raised the rool

and made certain some BroadwaY
songs will never be heard in quite the
same way a8zun.

Saturday evening Sandra, Barbata
and Ann paid tribuie to sonre of the
great ladids of Broadway and dedicat-
6d rheir oerformance to the brave land
that has' produced so many merno-
rable musical theatre shows. 'Ladies of
Broadway', the Mantini's newest show,
takes au&ences on a whirlwind tour of
Broadway from the late l9th century
through the days of F.thel memtart and
Fannv Brice. the '40s and'50s when so
many qreat musicals were created, to
htei oErformers such as Carol Chan
ning,'Mary Martin and Julie Andrews
andrecent hits such as'Catsi

Always great favourites when theY
perform irr Welland, the Mantini Sisters
have been singing and entertarning
professionally for more then l5 years.
l'his show, put on to raise luIrds for the
liehting at the I.M. Ennis Auditorium
aiCentennial Secondary School, is one
of the Siste/s funniest and most stylish
to date. Not only do these three talent-
ed siblings have lovely, quite different
but lovely voices, they can act and
come up with some neat footwork as
well. Th'ey are totally uninhibited, able
to tum cartwheels, wear funnY cos-
tumes and ham it up, all while singing
beautifully. All this means the audi-
ence has i wonderful time, hearing the
melodies, timeless and ever meaning-
ful. with fresh insights.

The 'Broadway Eabesl to go bY their
first song love to sing solo and togeth-
er. Sandia's smokey alto blending with
Ann's lyrical soprano and Barbara's
abilitv tb scale to operatic levels. This
was immediatelv evi-dent in'Poor Wan-
dering One'from Gilbert and Sullivan's
'Pirat6s of Penzance' where Barbara's
agile soprano floated with ease into
tFe coldratura range. In three songs
about women's relations with men,

Ann Mant in i  bel ts  out  a tune whi le  s is ters Sandra and Barbara look on dur ing thei r

Saturday night fundraising concert for the Dr. J. M. Ennis Auditorium improvements

at Centennial  Secondarv School . / tRtgul t t  PH0T0 K[v lN ARGUF

tsarbara was arnusingly caustic in "l
Hate Meni Ann endlessly funny, per-
fectly costumed, and right on, with her
interpretation of 'l Caul't Say No' lrom
'Oklairoma while Sandra's sr"rltry tones
gave full meaning to'Dianronds Are A
Girls' Best Friendl

An Ethel Merman tribute allowed
the three to do full iustice to "the bel-
te/s" extroverr style while a I'ew min-
rutes later Sandra delishted with a
joyfully tencler version" of 'l Could
Have Danced All Night' fiom 'MY Fair
Ladyi

if fun is what you eltjoy in mttsicals,
the Mantini Sisters have that in aces,
revealed in such sketches as 'The

Audition' in which Ann PlaYs an
ingentre would-be performer whose
enthusiastic puppy-dog tnanner caus-
es the star, that's Barbara, lo break an
ankle which gives her the opponunity
to appear on"stage in 'll Thi:y Could
See Me Nowl

Easily the most hilarious scene was
the finale of the Cypsy Medley. In 'Yog

Gotta Have A Gimmick'the girls took
this song to new heights, at _ least I
think thal's the right word. With Ann's
fkshing heart costume and what Bar-
bara got up to with her trumPet, well

fcw people will hear that song, again
without seeing lhose images.

In perlect contrast later, in Act Two,
the three gave a poignant interyreta-
tion <-rf the aching'Memory'from 'Cats.

A Rodgers artd Hammerstein Trib'
ute, with iongs and solos from some of
the best-known and best-loved musi-
cals lront many of our growing-uP
years proved that for the Mantini Sis-
iers 'There's No Business Like Show
Business'but the audience would have
kept them "singing all night" if they
could have.

"lhe Ladies of BroadwaY was creat-
ed for the Mantinis by Caroline Smith
of the Stirling Festival Theatre where
the show premiered.

During the evening the trio was
ablv assistied bv the baid; Mark Camil-
leri, music director, on Piano, Tom
F{aslit on bass and Adam Wamer on
dmms.

If you missed this great eyeling
remember the Mantini Sisters do have
oroduced a CD 'Moments To Remem-
ber' from their first show though
there's nothing like being at a live per-
formance especially one as good as
this was. The Sisters' website is
www.mantinisisters.on. ca.

By JOANNA MANNING
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Mantini sisters as good

By Stephen Pedersen
Arts Reporter

as origrnal female groups
CONCERT
REVIEW

It isn't difficult to discover why
SNS Tfad Pops conductor Howard
Cable and the three singing Man-
tini Sisters sold out their pops
concert last night at the Cohn -
for the third time.

Everyone in the audience knew
all the words to Roll Out The
Barrel.

That sing-along staple of WWII
and tlie euphoric post-war period,
cunningly combined with The
Beer Barrel Polka by the An-
drews Sisters, was the final tune
at the shoq concluding a bouncy
tribute to female singing groups
from the 40s to the 70s.

The Andrews Sisters were rep-
resented by The Boogie Woogie
Bugle Boy of Company B, Don't
Sit Under The Apple Thee, Bei
Mir Bist Du Schon, and the polka
ditty.

The Mantinis are not the An-
drews Sisters, of course. Bu! at
the risk of offending a thousand
people at Friday night's concert,
they sing better than that excel-
lent trio. Their sound is smoother
and better blended, and their
repertoire more versatile.

last night we heard Sandra
Mantini in Doris Day's Once I
Had A Secret Heart giving a
rglnarkable re-creation of Day's

cream-coloured voice, and later
she turned it into a head-turning
imitation of Connie Francis's sing-
ing Where The Boys Are.

Ann and Barbara Mantini also
sang true to the style of those
legendary pop singers of 40 Years
ago. The Mantinis'ability to sing
both solo and in trio fcrnat slonds
at the peak ofprofessionalism and
polish.

The evening was dedicated bY
Cable to big band swing and
female vocal groups. His arrange-
ments of music originallY PlaYed
by the Benny Goodman, Duke
Ellinglon, Glenn Miller, and
Tbmmy Dorsey bands were given
brilliant renditions by the musi-
cians of Symphony Nova Scotia.
They have learned how to swing
and they are getting better at it
every time out.

Cable, vigorous and virile at 80,
is also a walking encycloPaedia of
jazz history, an expert with a
thousand details and anecdotes on
the tip of his tongue on every pop
era from Tin Pan Alley to the
present.

He delivers these; as he does
his symphonic arrangements,
wrth professional polish, a light
touch and a winning sense of
humour.



THE MANTINI SISTERS CI{RISTMAS CD
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